Catelina Radulescu
Center for Legal Resources
Address: Arcului nr. 19, Sector 2, Cod 021034, Bucuresti
web: www.crj.ro
tel: + 40 21 212 06 90, 212 06 91

fax +40 21 212 05 19

e- mail: office@crj.ro
Center for Legal Resources is a non governmental organization which has been operating since 1998. Its objective is to promote respect for human rights, minority rights, equal opportunities, diversity and plurality of opinions. In accordance with its mission, the Centre's programs aim at supporting the establishment of a legal and institutional framework safeguarding the enjoyment of the rights and the protection of the values mentioned above through effective rule of law, long lasting and efficient institutions, and free access to a fair trial for all individuals. Within its objectives, the Center for Legal Resources carries out activities in two main areas: Protecting Human Rights (Fighting Discrimination, “Advocate for Dignity”- Advocacy for recognition and enforcement of the rights of people with mental disabilities; Fostering the Rule of Law and Viable Institutions (Justice Reform, Public Integrity, Strategic Litigation).
Neza Kogovsek

The Peace Institute (Mirovni institut)
Address: Metelkova 6, 1000 Ljubljana
web: www.mirovni-institut.si
Tel: + 386 1 234 77 20
Fax: + 386 1 234 77 22
E-mail: info@mirovni-institut.si
The Peace Institute (Mirovni institut) - Institute for Contemporary Social and Political Studies was founded in 1991 by a group of civil society activists in the post-socialist processes in Slovenia and Yugoslavia. At the beginning the Institute focused mainly on peace studies and the issues of aggression, war and security. In the following years its subject of interest broadened to the field of contemporary social and political studies. The Institute deals with issues connected with anti-discrimination, racism, marginalization, exclusion, borders, migration, political conflict, gender studies, cultural studies, projects of political social practice. It links strict academic perspective with concrete social and political engagement, typical for non-governmental organizations. Recently the Institute has been dealing with problems related to the erased, the position of the Roma, anti-discrimination issues, the visibility of ethnic and other minorities in the media, the position of new, unrecognized minorities, intimate citizenship, and other issues.
Vita Habjan

Legal Information Centre for NGOs -PIC 
Address: Povšetova 37
1000 Ljubljana
web: www.pic.si
tel.: +386 1 521 18 88
fax: +386 1 540 19 13
email: pic@pic.si
Legal Informational Centre for NGOs Slovenia - PIC is a non-governmental and non-profit organisation, active on the fields of protection of human rights,  strengthening the role of non-governmental organisations and alternative dispute resolution, established in 1997. The mission of PIC is to provide professional legal support to individuals, vulnerable groups and NGOs in exerting and protecting their rights and reinforcing their position within the society. We realize our mission mostly by active involvement in policy forming and decision-making processes, building partnerships, offering free legal aid, informing and educating etc. We work on national and international levels. In the human rights field we promote basic human rights, provide legal counselling to the marginalised groups (like refugees, victims of domestic violence, victims of discrimination, etc) and strive to improve legislature through advocacy and lobbying activities. Our activities in the NGO part are aimed at contributing to improve the situation of non-governmental organisations in Slovenia. We conduct projects with the intention of connecting Slovenian NGOs and contributing to a stronger role for NGOs and other interested bodies in decision-making process. With legal initiatives we want to enable better working conditions for non-governmental organisations.
Helena Svatosova

Iuridicum Remedium 
Address: Vírská 14/278, Praha 9, 198 00
Czech Republic
web: www.iure.org
tel. (+420-2) 22 515 564/46 037 383
e-mail: iure@iure.org 

Iuridicum Remedium is a non-governmental, not-for-profit, watchdog type organisation based in the Czech Republic. IuRe monitors legislative attempts for a broad suppression of human rights as well as their infringement in individual cases. IuRe currently runs three programmes, corresponding to the three most threatened areas: /Legal Aid Against //Social Exclusion, Human Rights and Technology and Human Rights and Public Administration/. IuRe pursues legislative activities, provides legal help and spreads information among legal professionals and the general public.
Programs:

· Legal Aid Against Social Exclusion 
The mission of this oldest program is to provide legal aid to those who need it most. The work usually concerns cases when individuals face injustice and torts, while at the same time can't afford or be provided with commercial legal help. Our agenda focuses primarily on labor law infringements, dwelling law and excesses in levy execution.

· Human Rights and Technology
This programme aims to create a barrier against the misuse of digital technologies for unjustifiable breaches of individual privacy. Among other activities, IuRe annually organizes the Big Brother Awards Czech Republic, a pointing finger at the government agencies, private companies and individuals who have excelled in violation of our privacy. Our regular public debates raise awareness about both actual and potential suppression of the right to be left alone. IuRe monitors and prepares comments on the passing legislation, provides legal consultancy in individual cases. 

· Human Rights and Public Administration
This programme´s activities react upon the actual threats to citizen's freedoms from state authorities. We deal mainly with freedom of expression, freedom of gathering and association and free access to information. 

Katerina Hruba

Zvule prava 
Address: Norbertov 1/126
Praha 6

Czech Republic

web: www.zvuleprava.cz
tel.: +420 774 720 501
e- mail: zvuleprava@zvuleprava.cz
Zvule prava is a Czech civic association founded in 2006. The association focuses on protection against discrimination on racial, ethnic origin, faith, world view, physical or mental handicap, age, gender or sexual orientation bases. In line with its objectives the main activities are related to monitoring particular cases of discrimination, providing social and legal aid to victims of discrimination, legal representation in court proceedings dealing with discrimination, preparation, undertaking and advertisement of instruments protecting against social exclusion. The association is also involved in analysis and advertisement of legal instruments protecting against discrimination, counseling and consultancy, education and publication. Primarily  Zvule prava concentrates on the discrimination of Roma in response to the current social situation in the Czech Republic. When solving particular cases, the organization is going to use strategic litigation methods.
Columbus Igboanusi 
League of Human Rights Advocates 
P. O. Box 64
810 00 Bratislava, Slovakia
web: www.lhra-icpr.org 
e-mail: admin@lhra-icpr.org
tel/fax: +421 2/ 52 49 91 98

League of Human Rights Advocates is a non-governmental civil association operating since 1999 as a charitable Public Interest Law Organization.The basic aims of the association (as per its internet site: www. lhra-icpr.org) are:

1.To execute projects directed at propagating and supporting legal protection, promotion and monitoring of Human Rights, fundamental freedoms and rule of law in a democratic society. 
2. To Monitor and document expressions of discrimination directed against persons due to race, nationality, and religious belief, political opinions or for belonging to an ethnic or national minority. 

3. To seek the services of lawyers and legal experts for the purposes of achieving and realizing the aims and objectives of the League of Human Rights Advocates. 
4. To raise awareness of the human rights situation in the districts and autonomous communities and disseminate the information to the general public. The institutions of public administration are would be consulted with and informed of the human rights situation in the respective districts and communities.  

5. To seek the cooperation of experts, reputable dignitaries, personalities, civil associations, foundations and other physical and legal entities to assist in achieving the aims of the League of Human Rights Advocates. 

6. Seek to influence institutions of public administration and authorities with the aim of propagating multiculturalism, tolerance and to eradicate xenophobia, racial hatred, discrimination, and intolerance in the society. 

Pavlo Zilincik
VIA IURIS - Center for Public Advocacy
Komenského 21
Banská Bystrica
974 01
Slovak Republic
web: www.viaiuris.sk
tel.: + 421 (48) 415 41 02
fax.: +421 (48) 415 31 88
e-mail: vaiuris@changenet.sk
Via Iuris  - Center for Public Advocacy, was established in 1993. The goal of the Center is to influence the legal system to enable people effective protection of their rights as well as to broaden access to justice and public participation in decision-making.  We ensure legal representation in cases having potential to bring significant changes in the society, particularly in following areas: 

· Public Control of Power and Elimination of Corruption: supporting public oversight over decision-making; identifying and eliminating cases of corruption; protecting those who reveal corrupt behavior;

· Right to Access Information and Public Participation in Decision-making: supporting broad access to information; enhancing effective participation of citizens in decision-making on important issues; broadening a usual scope of those who can take actual part in decision-making;

· Judiciary and Ethics in Legal Professions: pursuing consistency of ruling of the courts and elimination of arbitrariness in their ruling; promoting correctness of disciplinary prosecutions in legal professions; fostering education and co-operation with law students on enhancing awareness on human rights; 

·  Freedom of Expression protecting freedom of (critical) expression in cases related to public interest issues; protecting those who are persecuted for exerting freedom of expression; promoting fair balance between protection of freedom of expression and right to protection of personality

We share our experience know how via manuals, workshops, internet-based educational tools providing citizens with the successful legal argumentation and progressive legal decisions. Through a network of lawyers, judges, officials, MPs, and other legal professionals we discuss issues revealed to be barriers in citizens’ access to justice, and propose proper solutions to incorporate into our legal system. 

Starting from July 1, 2008, we will start a new project focused on judicial accountability, easy access to judicial decisions and opening discussion about practices and trends in judicial decision-making and their impact on citizens’ rights and the rule of law. 

Michail Tiholov Ekimidijev
Katina Vladimirova Boncheva
Association for European Integration and Human Rights .
Address: 2 Khan Kubrat Street, fl.3, 4000 Plovdiv, Bulgaria
web: www.eurorights-bg.org
tel/fax:  + 359 32 26 40 97; + 359 32 62 32 64
е-mail: hurights@mail.bg, ekimjiev@mail.bg
The Association for European Integration and Human Rights was founded in 1997 in Plovdiv. This is an association of practicing jurists united by the idea of exercising law in the public interest and establishing human rights as one of the fundamental values of civil society in Bulgaria. The strategic goals of the Association are: to become familiar with and aware of human rights as one of the values of democratic society; to provide easily available and highly qualified legal aid and defense of citizens whose rights and freedoms have been violated; to raise the legal awareness of community members and cultivate their willingness to stand up for their rights and freedoms; to help improve the training and education of law students in the field of human rights, to help improve the professional qualification of practicing lawyers and familiarize them with the functioning of international human rights jurisdictions and the procedures undertaken before these jurisdictions. 
For over ten years of its existence, the Association has implemented a number of human-rights oriented projects in the followings areas:

1.1. Conduct of cases in the public interest aiming to bring about changes in legislation and overcome post-totalitarian practices in the activities of state institutions.

1.2. Providing free legal consultations for socially vulnerable community members.
1.3. Training and professional development of practicing jurists and journalists in the field of human rights. 

1.4. With the financial support of the Open Society Institute, the Association for European Integration and Human Rights and Interights – London published the collection ‘Selected Judgements Delivered by the European Court of Human Rights between 1996 and 2000.
1.5. In its work, the Association co-operates with several Bulgarian and international human rights organizations, such as the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, Bulgarian Lawyers for Human Rights, Interights – London, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, and others.
Adam Foldes

Hungarian civil liberties union- TASZ
(Társaság a Szabadságjogokért)
28, Víg Street
1084 Budapest
Hungary
web: www.tasz.hu
tel./ fax: (36-1) 209-0046, (36-1) 279-0755
e-mail: tasz@tasz.hu
The Hungarian Civil Liberties Union (HCLU) is a non-profit human rights watchdog NGO established in Budapest, Hungary in 1994. HCLU’s aim is to promote the case of fundamental rights and principles laid down by the Constitution of the Republic of Hungary and by international conventions. It strives to achieve this by building and strengthening the civil society and rule of law in Hungary and the CEE region. HCLU focuses on patient rights ( right to health care, right to freedom of choice, informed consent, right to refuse treatment, access to medical records, substituted decision making, advance directive, right to complaint, right to participate in decision making related to health care); right to self-determination:
(abortion, euthanasia); right to informational privacy (protection of medical data, disclosure of medical data, protection of personal data in the media, access to public information); right to freedom of expression (protection of basic information rights on the Internet); right to political representation (NGO participation in the legislation); Drug policy; AIDS policy
Ongoing projects of HCLU: legal advocacy (legal advocacy by propagating international norms, publication of statements, participation in the preparation of legislation and contribution to related parliamentary debates, motions to the Constitutional Court and the parliamentary ombudsman, etc., public debates, workshops), legal aid service (telephone hotline 8 hour a day, online counseling, impact litigation), public education project (informational brieflets, public appearances, networking with organizations abroad, edition of policy papers on liberal legal policy).
Tamas Fazekas
Hungarian Helsinki Committee 

1242 Budapest, Pf. 317.

1054 Budapest,

Bajscy-Zsilinszky ut 36-38.

web: www.helsinki.hu

tel./fax  +361 3214141

e-mail: helsinki@helsinki.hu
The Hungarian Helsinki Committee was established in May 1989, whereas the 
Helsinki movement started in the Soviet Union and dates back to 1975 following the signing of the Helsinki Final Act. The Moscow Helsinki Group was founded in 1976 with the aim of monitoring compliance by the Soviet government with the human rights provisions of the Final Act. Yuri Orlov, Ludmilla Alexeyeva and other members of the Group were imprisoned and later forced to leave the country. Based on their initiative, in 1978 Helsinki Watch was founded in the United States, which monitored the protection of human rights in all signatory countries (Europe, Canada and the USA). Soon after, Helsinki Committees were brought to life in Western Europe, then in Central and Eastern Europe and in countries of the ex-Soviet Union. The International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), based in Vienna, was founded in 1983. The Hungarian Helsinki Committee monitors the enforcement in Hungary of human rights enshrined in international human rights instruments, provides legal defence to victims of human rights abuses by state authorities and informs the public about rights violations. The HHC strives to ensure that domestic legislation guarantee the consistent implementation of human rights norms. The HHC promotes legal education and training in fields relevant to its activities, both in Hungary and abroad. The HHC's main areas of activities are centred on protecting the rights of asylum seekers and foreigners in need of international protection, as well as monitoring the human rights performance of law enforcement agencies and the judicial system. It particularly focuses on the conditions of detention and the effective enforcement of the right to defence and equality before the law.
 

Andrea Coomber
Interights

Lancaster House
33 Islington Street
London N1 9LH, UK
web: www.interights.org
Tel: +44 (0)20 7278 3230
Fax: +44 (0)20 7278 4334
e-mail: ir@interights.org
INTERIGHTS - the International Centre for the Legal Protection of Human Rights - was created in 1982 by a group of leading lawyers, academics and human rights activists. The International Centre for the Legal Protection of Human Rights works to promote respect for human rights through the use of law. It does so by providing legal expertise to lawyers, judges, human rights defenders and other partners concerning international and comparative human rights law. The main focus of INTERRIGHTS' work is strategic litigation - bringing or supporting cases in critical areas where there is either a potential for human rights standards to be developed or where existing standards are under threat. They work with local lawyers, judges and NGOs, strengthening their capacity to defend human rights effectively at both national and international fora. They do so through tailored training programmes including practical case-focused “litigation surgeries”, internship programmes and the development of litigation partnerships. Access to relevant, accurate legal information is a vital complement to this work and they produce and disseminate a range of publications, keeping lawyers, judges and NGOs abreast of developments in human rights law which affect their work. They support efforts to develop international and regional human rights standards, often through support for developing human rights institutions, such as the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the recently established African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights and the European Court of Human Rights. Through their mutually supportive regional and thematic programmes they are uniquely placed to bring an international and comparative law perspective to their work with partners. Their regional programmes focus on Sub-Saharan Africa, the Commonwealth, Europe, the Middle East and North Africa and South Asia. Their thematic areas of work - Economic and Social Rights, Equality and Security and the Rule of Law - are priority issues across all of the regional programmes, and where appropriate, beyond. INTERIGHTS holds consultative status with the United Nations; Economic and Social Council, the Council of Europe and the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights. It is accredited with the Commonwealth Secretariat and is authorised to present collective complaints under the European Social Charter.
Danuta Przywara 

- President of the Board
Adam Bodnar 

- Member of the Board, Director of the Law Department
Maciej Bernatt 

- Strategic Litigation Program Coordinator
Mikolaj Pietrzak 

- Human Rights and Settlements with the Past Program 




Coordinator
Maria Ejchart 

- “Innocence Clinic” Program Coordinator
Dawid Sześciło 


- Lawyer of Strategic Litigation Program, CIA Rendition Flights 



Monitoring Coordinator
Paweł Osik 


- Lawyer of Human Rights and Settlements with the Past 




Program
Joanna Lora 


- Lawyer of Strategic Litigation Program
Dorota Pudzianowska 

- Lawyer of Strategic Litigation Program, Coordinator for 


HFHR International Cooperation
Maja Ruszpel
 
- Coordinator for  Cooperation with Media
Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights
Address: ul. Zgoda 11, 00-018 Warsaw
web: www.hfhrpol.waw.pl
tel.: (48 22) 828 10 08
                    828 69 96
                    556 44 40
fax: (48 22) 556 44 50
e-mail: hfhr@hfhrpol.waw.pl
The Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights was established by members of  the Helsinki Committee in 1989. The Helsinki Committee in Poland was founded by a group of intellectuals in 1982, during the period of martial law. The Foundation, which acts more as a scientific institute active in the field of human rights, does not quite match the customary Western meaning of this concept. At the time of the Foundation’s establishment, Polish law did not allow for the creation of independent institutes of this sort; so it was decided that by forming a foundation, which was permitted by law, the objectives set by the Committee’s members could best be met. 
Ongoing programs: 
· Strategic Litigation Program
Within this program the Foundation joins or initiates strategically important court and administrative proceedings. The program strives to achieve precedential verdicts changing practice or legal regulations in specific legal issues raising doubts on compliance with human rights.
· OSJI Project
Despite denials by their governments, senior Polish and Romanian security officials have confirmed to the Council of Europe that their countries were used to hold some of America's most important prisoners captured after 9/11 in secret. There are sufficient grounds to declare that the highest state authorities were aware of the CIA's illegal activities on their territories. We hope that this project will result in more effective control by the Polish authorities over activities of the CIA. We hope that, by means of monitoring and making requests for information we will obtain information that will help reform the abilities of the Polish authorities to control such potential abuses. 
· Human Rights and settlements with the past
The program intended to counteract the negative consequences of publishing the report from the verification of Military Information Services (WSI) and the lustration law (the currently binding or any future one). The program includes undertaking strategic litigation, legal assistance for individual victims, as well as educational and informational activity.
· The “Innocence" Clinic
Cases of individuals accused or convicted in criminal proceedings, who question their wrongdoing, are directed to the program. From among them we choose those, in which, according to our evaluation, the gathered evidence is not sufficient to deliver a verdict of guilty. Students analyze cases, which were qualified for the program, and make proposals of actions leading to the evaluation whether there was a violation of the right to a fair trial in a particular case.
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