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Access to Information Programme (AIP) Foundation was established on October 23, 1996 in Sofia, Bulgaria by journalists, lawyers, sociologists, and economists who work in the area of human rights. They joined efforts to promote the right to information and initiate a public debate on related issues. 

Access to Information Programme Foundation is a non-governmental organization registered by the Sofia City Court. 
The mission of AIP is to facilitate implementation of Article 41 of the Bulgarian Constitution which establishes the right of information:

• Everyone shall be entitled to seek, obtain and disseminate information. This right shall not be exercised to the detriment of the rights and reputation of others, or to the detriment of national security, public order, public health and morality.
• Citizens shall be entitled to obtain information from state bodies and agencies on any matter of legitimate interest to them which is not a state or official secret and does not affect the rights of others.

The goals of AIP are:
• To encourage individual and public demand for information through civic education in-the-right-to-know area, 
• To work for transparency of government at different levels, advocating a more open supply of information,
• To facilitate the execution of the right to know.

Project supported by Trust: Support to Access to Information Programme as a Freedom of Information Civic Resource Center (FOICRC)

This project proposal represents a strategy for sustainable development of Access to Information Program. Its main goal is the development of expert and organizational capacity of Access to Information Program as a Resource centre for advocacy in improving the accountability of public institutions in Bulgaria and in encouraging informed public participation in the decision-making process. The project is focused on two major directions:

• further developing the expertise of AIP team and

• further developing the organizational capacity of the Access to Information Program team for self-sustainability.

The project activities will follow the usual organizational work giving the team the opportunity to strengthen its capacity, to become a Resource Centre for expertise, information and professional help.



CNVOS  – Centre for Information Service (http://www.cnvos.si/)
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CNVOS – Centre for Information Service, Co-operation and Development of NGOs was established in early 2001 as an independent, non-profit and non-governmental organisation. The aim of CNVOS’ 27 founding organisations was to empower NGOs in Slovenia, promote their role as an important part of civil society, and ensure the realisation of their objectives.

Since its establishment, over 200 organisations have joined CNVOS. The Centre thus welcomes all NGOs interested in active cooperation, creative implementation and effective realisation of the CNVOS objectives to join its network. 

CNVOS's main objectives:

• encourage networking within the NGO sector and support established networks;

• ensure communication between the Government and NGOs at the national, regional and local level;

• foster cooperation among NGOs at the local, national and international level; 

• collect and spread relevant information for NGOs;

• increase public awareness about the significance of NGOs and civil society in Slovenia;

• ensure effective lobbying and improve the legal, financial and soceital position of NGOs in Slovenia.



Centre for Legal Resources CRJ (http://www.crj.ro/)
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THE CENTER FOR LEGAL RESOURCES is a non-governmental, non-profit organization, founded in December 1998 by the Open Society foundation. The Center for Legal Resources is member of SON (Soros Open Network), whose vision is Romania as an open society, where democracy and individual freedom are underpinned by the rule of law, by guarantees for human and minority rights and by multiculturalism and where viable institutions safeguard the plurality of opinions. 

MISSION 

The Center for Legal resources engages in the establishment of a legal and institutional framework that guarantees respect for human rights and equal opportunities, free access to a fair trial, and promotes legal expertise in the interest of all individuals. 

PROGRAMS 

The Center for Legal Resources carries out activities in two major areas: 

Protecting Human Rights, in the broad sense of the concept, with an emphasis on: 

• Fighting Discrimination 

• “Advocate for Dignity” - Advocacy for the recognition and enforcement of the rights of people with mental disabilities 

Fostering the Rule of Law and Viable Institutions: 

• Justice Reform 

• Public Integrity 

• Strategic Litigation 

Project supported by Trust: Developing watchdog capacities of local NGOs

The project’s goal is to develop the local NGOs’, local journalists’ and citizens’ monitoring and complaining capacities on seven key issues: public procurement, conflicts of interests, incompatibilities, transparency of decision-making process, and access to information, whistleblower protection, and the relationship with the National Integrity Agency (ANI).

The means to develop these capacities will be trainings, legal assistance, and complaining and litigation resources.



Civil Society Development Foundation CSDF  (http://www.fdsc.ro/)    
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Project supported by Trust: Strengthening NGOs' financial sustainability

To create a more enabling environment for NGOs in order to strengthen their financial sustainability, as well as to advocate with a coalition for improved mechanisms for NGOs, conducting research on current state funding, organizing debates to improve funding policies on national level, drafting a policy report, providing trainings for NGOs on monitoring, financial management, and diversification of resources, and finally to develop NGOs' capacity  to access structural funds.



Ekologicky pravni servis (http://www.eps.cz/) 
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The Environmental Law Service (EPS) is a non-governmental, non-profit, and non-political public interest law organization that gathers together lawyers and law students. We see public interest law (PIL below) to mean the participation of lawyers in activities that contribute to the protection of the public interest and human rights. 

EPS works for free to defend the rights of citizens and the environment in the Czech Republic using the law and to influence pending legislation, the legal community, and law students in the direction of the public interest. EPS was founded in 1995 as a volunteer organization by students at the law school of Masaryk University in Brno. Since 1997, it has run on a professional basis. 

In the course of our work, we try to achieve the following:

• effective protection for the rights of citizens and the associations they form to a good environment 

• democratic, just, and open decision-making by state authorities 

• corporate and governmental accountability

• better access to the courts for citizens who use the law to protect the public interest and human rights

• easy and quick access to information for citizens

• benefits for citizens, not narrow-interest lobbies, from new legislation 

• better legal awareness among the public 

• the involvement of lawyers and law school students in publicly beneficial activities

• the opening up of discussion on burning issues surrounding legal protection of public interests and human rights, and how to move towards their solution 

Project supported by Trust: Improving accountability, public participation, access to justice and NGO support in the Czech Republic

This project aims to 'watchdog' the public service, corporations and lawmakers by using focused advocacy to establish real change. Ekologicky pravni servis will research, develop and use new strategies and methods to enforce governance and increase public participation, test their applicability and sustainability, and increase public awareness of the issues.



The Hungarian Civil Liberties Union HCLU (http://tasz.hu/en)
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The Hungarian Civil Liberties Union (HCLU) is a non-profit human rights watchdog NGO established in Budapest, Hungary in 1994. 

HCLU is a law reform and legal defence public interest NGO in Hungary, working independently of political parties, the state or any if its institutions. HCLU’s aim is to promote the case of fundamental rights and principles laid down by the Constitution of the Republic of Hungary and by international conventions. Generally it has the goal of building and strengthening the civil society and rule of law in Hungary and the CEE region. Since HCLU is an independent non-profit organization the financial resources are largely provided by foundations and more and more likely by individuals.

Project supported by Trust: Project to Develop a Nationwide Freedom of Information (FOI) Legal Aid Network

Project aims to increase the number of requests and lawsuits, to give counsel on Freedom of Information issues, to strengthen public control and transparency, to propagate the development Freedom of Information jurisprudence, to reduce corruption and to raise the awareness of tax-payers.



Open Society (http://osf.cz/)
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The Open Society Institute, a private operating and grantmaking foundation, aims to shape public policy to promote democratic governance, human rights, and economic, legal, and social reform. On a local level, OSI implements a range of initiatives to support the rule of law, education, public health, and independent media. At the same time, OSI works to build alliances across borders and continents on issues such as combating corruption and rights abuses.

OSI was created in 1993 by investor and philanthropist George Soros to support his foundations in Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union. Those foundations were established, starting in 1984, to help countries make the transition from communism. OSI has expanded the activities of the Soros foundations network to other areas of the world where the transition to democracy is of particular concern. The Soros foundations network encompasses more than 60 countries, including the United States. 

The OSF Prague is part of the Soros Foundations network since 1992.

Project supported by Trust: Support to the Social Economy and Social Enterprise through the Development of the Public Procurement Procedures.
This project plans to develop a Guide to Public Procurement Procedures (Preparation of Terms of Reference, projects selections, projects implementation, monitoring and evaluation), using experiences from the selected EU countries. The Guide will be mainstreamed within public policies at national and regional level.
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PDCS is independent non-governmental nonprofit organization.

PDCS stands for Partners for Democratic Change Slovakia.

PDCS is part of a network of similar institutions in 16 countries Partners for Democratic Change International.

PDCS provides professional education and consultation-advisory services and issues publications.

The mission of PDCS is to help develop and promote culture of democracy, expand democratic approaches and mechanisms for dialogue and conflict prevention.

We fulfill our mission by working with nonprofit organizations, public administration institutions and cross-sector partnerships in development programs and by arranging cultured dialogue among various interest groups.

The training courses given by PDCS have so far been attended by over 23,000 participants in Slovakia and 45 other countries. PDCS published 25 books.

Project supported by Trust: Educational and advocacy activities for Roma activists

This project aims at building up advocacy skills of 24 Roma and Non-Roma activists from 8 localities. The goal of advocacy part of the project is to apply theoretical knowledge in practice during training courses, with later simulation of advocacy activities directly in places of Roma residence. Through the Project, PDCS contributes to solving specific problems on the site, using cooperative planning process and advocacy tools.



Pentru Voi Foundation (http://www.pentruvoi.ro/)
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A non-governmental organization which provides community-based services in partnership with the Timisoara Municipality and advocates for the rights of persons with intellectual disabilities.

To promote a new social policy based on UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Inclusion - it is built on the belief that all people are equal and should be respected and valued, as an issue of basic human rights.



Pontis Foundation (http://www.nadaciapontis.sk/en/)
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We are one of the largest grantmaking and operational foundations in Slovakia.  The name of our foundation is taken from the Latin word for “bridge” and expresses our purpose:  to connect the sectors of Slovak society with one another and to link sources of financial support with those who need it. We encourage individuals and businesses to take responsibility for those in need and for the world around them, contribute to the building of democracy in non-democratic countries, create awareness about this need in Slovakia, and advocate for values-oriented Slovak and EU foreign policies.

The Pontis Foundation was established in 1997 as the successor to the Foundation for a Civil Society. We have more than 10 years of experience in managing grant and foundation funds. We are an active member of the Slovak Donors Forum, aned a member of the Platform of Development NGOs, Business in the Community, CSR Europe, the International Business Leaders Forum, and the Grantmakers East Group.   

Our mission: Building a democratic Slovakia by bridging borders and engaging citizens.

Our vision: Slovakia as an active player on the international scene, recognized for its engaged and internationally minded citizens. 

Project supported by Trust: Strengthening support for bulging partnerships and developing cross-sectoral cooperation

The goal of the project is to promote partnership and cross-sectoral cooperation in order to attract business support for investment in communities to meet various levels of societal needs, primarily in innovative and progressive areas, since these are only rarely or not at all supported by business because they are generally less popular causes; and to work intensively with NGOs to introduce them with tools that will enable them to absorb such support and sustain it in a form of long-term partnerships, with both the general public and the private sector.



Resource Center for Public Participation – CeRe (http://www.ce-re.ro/)
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CeRe's mission is to support NGOs and public institutions in acquiring the principles and applying methods of public participation.

In our vision, NGOs, citizens and public institutions assume the responsibility of public participation and use the rights it implies. We believe public participation is an essential principle of good governance. By public participation we understand the process by which citizens and NGOs:

• state their needs

• defend their interests and their rights

• make a contribution in elaborating public policies and in the decision making process

• react and hold accountable the officials and public institutions

• confer with the citizens and the NGOs in designing public policies and in the decision making process

• use the expertise that can be found in the community

In order for the process of public participation to be possible and for the NGOs to be real partners in the act of governance, the public institutions must be:

• receptive

• transparent

• responsible and accountable before the public.

Project supported by Trust: Effective Public Participation to Policy Making in Local Communities

The project objectives are: 
• 25 NGOs have knowledge of assessing quality of public participation processes 
• 25 NGOs successfully monitor and assess public consultation processes in their communities 
• 20 NGOs and 20 local administrators increase knowledge of effective public participation
• 10 NGOs and 10 local administrations increase efficiency of public participation in their communities 
• Success stories and lessons learned are promoted.



Romanian Academic Society (http://www.sar.org.ro/)
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SAR's mission
Established as a think tank in 1996, the Romanian Academic Society (SAR) aims to further the ideas of freedom, democracy and good governance in Eastern Europe. Starting with our own country we seek to raise the public awareness level of policy issues, contribute through research and advocacy to informed policy formulation and assist administrative reform through performance assessment. We believe that countries can do more or less out of their European accession process and our goal is to help improve their performance in this process so that integration brings a maximum of benefits. Finally, we are confident that both Europes – the old and the new one – will meet each other in an enlarged European Union where civil society will be a crucial actor. 

SAR seeks to:
• contribute to good governance and development through our policy research 
• contribute to the European integration of Romania, Western Balkan countries and Moldova through transfer of best practices and advocacy
• enhance the contribution of independent policy institutes to the process of policy formulation through advocacy and public debate
• contribute to the (re)building of the fields of applied social sciences and public policy in Romania and South-Eastern Europe after fifty years of communism

Project supported by Trust: Coalition for a Clean Parliament - Euro-elections 2007 

The project aims to: 
- increase the level of personal accountability among top politicians against their constituencies by informing the public on the possible negative aspects of a candidates' background
- help entrenching in the public mind a set of clear minimal standards of political integrity
- prevent the access to the European Parliament of Romanian of candidates who do not fit a set of minimal criteria of political integrity


Transparency International – Bulgaria (http://www.transparency-bg.org/)
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Transparency International - Bulgaria is an independent non-political organization of people with long-term interest in the field of research, analysis and suggestions for an effective anti-corruption control. It was founded in June 1998 in Sofia as the first national chapter in South-East Europe. TI-Bulgaria actively participates in the global anti-corruption movement and contributes to the process of establishment of the national anti-corruption Integrity system.

Project supported by Trust: Promoting Transparency through Advocacy: The Challenge of Counteracting Corruption

To contribute to limiting the risk of embezzlement of public resources and harming major public interests by transparency and civil society monitoring. To set up the necessary background for elaborating a consistent anti-corruption policy of the government and major political stakeholders; to increase the capacity of indigenous NGOs in anti-corruption advocacy in public procurement and health care; to outline the main forms of corruption; to draw active plans for civil society monitoring on the implementation of anti-corruption measures; to draw the public attention to the presented problem and consolidate a common public position on the issue.



Transparency International Slovakia TIS (http://www.transparency.sk/)
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The Centre for Economic Development (CED), a non-governmental institution with headquarters in Bratislava and founded in 1993, has been involved in problems of transparency in the Slovak economy since the project “Transparency in Slovak economy” in 1997. In September 1998, CED became a branch of TI international non-governmental institution network and Transparency International Slovakia started its activities within CED. Legally, Transparency International Slovakia is a subunit of CED. TIS is a member of a large international family devoted to the fight against corruption and increase in transparency. Numerous sister institutions operate around the world and are in close contact with TIS, thus ensuring exchange of experience.

TIS activities

TIS anti-corruption strategy is based on a close co-operation with partners from private sector, public and public administration led by the government. The TIS goal is to involve all these partners in its activities and so support anti-corruption programmes, improve transparency and accountability of public sector activities as well as transparency and accountability of national and international business and financial transactions.

Initial TIS activities focused on the following issues:

corruption analysis, definition and assessment in Slovakia and preparation of an anti-corruption plan

publication of report on the level of corruption in Slovakia

increase of transparency, confidence, honesty, and integrity in our society and improvement of anti-corruption awareness.

Corruption monitoring

Corruption fighting is a difficult, complex and money-consuming process. Furthermore, results can not be expected immediately. However, a continuous effort to fight corruption is indispensable for democracy and functioning of market economy.

Consequences of corruption are grave and government effort to suppress this phenomenon is absolutely legitimate and especially welcome in Slovakia. We believe that non-governmental institutions willing to participate in our activities exist also in Slovakia. Any help is sincerely welcome.

Project supported by Trust: Transparency improvement of subsidies granting by the central government

The main objective of the project is to improve transparency of subsidies awarded by the central government to local governments.  Within the framework of the project, TIS will be analyzing budgets of all ministries and subsidies awarded by the ministries and a discretionary power in decision-making processes concerning granting of subsidies.


Civil Society Development Foundation CSDF  (http://www.fdsc.ro/)    
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Project supported by Trust: Strengthening NGOs' financial sustainability

To create a more enabling environment for NGOs in order to strengthen their financial sustainability, as well as to advocate with a coalition for improved mechanisms for NGOs, conducting research on current state funding, organizing debates to improve funding policies on national level, drafting a policy report, providing trainings for NGOs on monitoring, financial management, and diversification of resources, and finally to develop NGOs' capacity  to access structural funds.[image: image16.bmp]
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