Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation

Addressing Cancer Disparities in Central and Eastern Europe

(Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, and Russia)

Our Mission: The mission of the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation is to help reduce health disparities by strengthening community based healthcare worker capacity, integrating medical care and community based supportive services, and mobilizing communities to fight disease. 

Our Approach:

· Create innovative partnerships with government and civil society organizations to support the public health response to cancer
· Target funding and initiatives to the community level for:
· Healthcare worker training (professional / lay)

· Community mobilization/education and
supportive services that remove barriers to care and support patients as they manage their disease at home and in the community
· Evaluate for increases and improvements in care capacity and for improvement in patient health outcomes and quality of life
· Communicate lessons learned
· Advocate with partners for improvements in standard of care and enabling policies based on the lessons learned
Current Partnerships and Grants:

Firebird Foundation Hungary
· $128,245 over 1 year (2008) 

· Project objectives

· Implementation of a continuum of care psychosocial program at a cancer center and in communities for poor patients

· Staff training

· Patient training

· Network and referral development

Diagnoza CML (Czech Republic)

· $30,000 one-year grant

· Project Objectives

· Annual CML Patient Days in Prague, Olomouc, Plzeň, Brno, and Hradec Králové to bring together healthcare professionals, patients, and their relatives 

· Monthly CML Patient Group Meetings in Prague and Olomouc to empower and expand the existing CML community, as well as provide an opportunity for patients to consult with other patients 

GAUDIA Against Cancer (Czech Republic)

· $73,875.00 one-year grant

· Project Objectives

· Offer a timely and accessible psychosocial intervention to patients and their social support networks in the hospital or at home

· Fill the existing gap in the services provided in the health system in the Czech Republic

· Support the patients’ healing process and enable them to make decisions about their own treatment

· Coordinate with other involved organizations and increase the quality of care for cancer patients

Hungarian Hospice Foundation

· $100,640 one-year grant

· Project Objectives

· Tutorial system to train psychosocial professionals interested in cancer care wishing to work for the Hungarian Hospice Foundation 

· Implementation of two forty hour programs that consist of theoretical lectures, group conversations, communications exercises and communication trainings

· Ten hour communication training program for health care professionals 

· Health visitors (family attendants) will be particularly targeted for this training as they are the only health care professionals with real access to the Roma (gypsy) population 

Amelie Civic Association

· $31,300 one-year grant

· Project Objectives

· Organize a music festival to inform oncology patients and their families, health care professionals, and the general public about:

· Civic associations and other organizations focused on psychosocial aid

· Volunteer opportunities

IPOS

· $50,000 one-year grant

· Project Objectives

· 2009 IPOS Conference activities focused on capacity building for psycho-oncology in Poland, Romania, Czech Republic, and Hungary

2009 RFP Focus Areas:

· Operational research/improvement of the quality and timing of cancer

screening , diagnosis, and navigation of cancer services 

· Development and/or support of innovative community education and  outreach  models for underserved communities with poor access to cancer services and poor outcomes;

· Education and training of  professional, lay, non-specialist and community-based health care   providers regarding detection, care and management of persons diagnosed with cancer.
